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by Antoni Miladinov

Looking for a night to jam out with friends and 
peers? This year’s Shalerpalooza is the perfect place.

Shalerpalooza began in 2009 when Shaler Cus-
todian Dale Mangold booked a show with his band 
Tobacco Road at Mr. Smalls Theater. Mangold then 
thought it would be a great idea to have some of the 
Shaler High School bands open for his performance. 
Sadly, a member of the senior class passed away 
that year and so Mangold became inspired to make 
Shalerpalooza a benefit concert for a scholarship 
dedicated to that senior.

From then on, Shalerpalooza has become an an-
nual event to help raise class funds.  Each grade is 
given a share of the profits and the class’ officers 
decide how the money is used. Last year’s show 
brought in around 400 people in attendance as well 
as more than $4,000 in profits.

“I look forward to seeing talent that I haven’t 
seen before in the classroom,” senior Brendon Bittel 
said. Brendon has performed in Shalerpalooza for the 
past few years and feels that the event is important 
for our school. 

“Shalerpalooza is important for our school be-
cause it brings live music to one place where all stu-
dents can enjoy and appreciate a universal language,” 
Bittel said.

This is an all ages event taking place in Mr. 
Smalls Theater tomorrow sponsored by Trib Total 
Media, Opus One Productions, and Hardee’s in Mill-
vale. Doors open at 6:30 and with the show starting 
at 7 pm.

 “This year I think the lineup is the most diverse 
that we’ve had,” Mangold said. The show will con-
tain acts that range from traditional bands, beatbox-
ing, singers to DJ’s. 

“It’s always had a decent bit of diversity and I 

hope that continues to be the case,” Shaler gradu-
ate Jake Stretch said. Jake has played in Shaler-
palooza with his band Restricted Highways each 
year he was a Shaler student and is now looking 
forward to returning to play one more time.

In order to qualify for an act, at least one 
member of the group must still be a student in 
Shaler therefore it is possible for Shaler alumni 
to play at the event.

“Now that I graduated it will be cool to see 
what the high school is playing each time I come 
back,” Stretch said. Jake is also excited to be 
playing alongside different musicians for this 
year’s event.

“I look forward to seeing a ton of new acts 
and seeing everybody who comes back for the 
show,” Stretch said.

Aside from already experienced Shaler-
palooza performers, there are some new faces 
showing up in this year’s lineup. Juniors Domi-
nic Impavido and Tommy Truong are excited for 
their first time playing on stage.

“For years, Dom and I have always had the 
dream of being in a band and performing music. 
We finally decided this year to do Shalerpalooza. 
We still don’t have an actual band yet but we 
have people filling in for lead guitar and drums. 
I’m looking forward to yelling in a microphone 
in front of people and performing,” Truong said.

All of this year’s acts are practicing hard to 
make sure they put on a great show but they can’t do 
it without the support of everyone in the school.

“It’s more than just the performers, it’s the fans,” 
Mangold said. 

If you wish to attend, see Mangold or any of the 
featured acts for tickets. Tickets are $8 presale and 
$10 at the door.

There are also shirts for $10 that feature all of 

the acts’ names on the back. T-shirts can be ordered 
from Dale or from any of the acts. Shirts come in 
either black or white and can be picked up either at 
the show or when the shirts arrive in school the week 
of the show.

 “What makes it unique is that it’s one crazy jani-
tor and a whole bunch of awesome students that put 
the show together and make it its own making it big-
ger and better every year,” Mangold said.

  by Adriana Imhof 

Junior Adam Bleil recently was selected for 
the Pennsylvania Music Educators Association 
All-State Jazz Band. PMEA allows students 
from all over the state who are musically in-
clined to come together and be a part of an hon-
ors musical group. 

Not just any musician is welcomed into an 
ensemble like this; around 1,000 high school 
students auditioned to be a part of the Jazz Band 
and only 16 made it into the ensemble. 

The group comes together for only three 
days to practice and put on a performance. It 
starts with a one hour practice on a Wednesday 
night and then practice all day Thursday and Fri-
day, with a performance on Friday night. The 
ensemble is given about 6 or 7 songs to learn in 
that short amount of time. 

Bleil had to make a 10 minute audition tape 
that showcased his talents. Three songs were 
chosen for him to play during the audition that included improvisation. He said 
taping the audition was very different from doing a live one, but he didn’t really 
prefer one over the other. “They are both two different experiences, but as long 
as everyone has to go through the same audition process, I don’t mind doing 
either,” he said. 

His eight years of experience made him well prepared for his audition as 
well his constant practice and lessons from his private instructor Joe Herndon. 

“I play pretty much every day for at least an hour. All my practice has really 
prepared me for the audition, but as soon as the audition list became available, I 

started working specifically on that.”
Mr. George Tepshich, the band director 

here at Shaler, has also played a role in Adams 
music career. He speaks highly of Adam, rec-
ognizing all of his hard work and dedication, 
as well as his great sense of humor and humble 
personality.

“He is constantly practicing and challeng-
ing himself with new musical ideas and con-
cepts. He has a deep understanding of music 
theory,” Tepshich said.

 Two months after the audition, Adam found 
out that he was one of the 16 members chosen 
and one of five trumpet players chosen. 

“I was excited and very surprised. It’s very 
important to me because it is good experience 
for what I want to do in the future which is mu-
sic,” he said.  

After high school, Adam plans to attend a 
university and acquire a doctorate in jazz stud-
ies or arranging. He then hopes to go to gradu-

ate school and get a degree in performing. He aspires to eventually become a 
music professor at a university. 

Adam is the only person from western Pennsylvania to be in the All-State 
Jazz Band this year. He is also the second person from Shaler to ever make it 
into the ensemble; the first was his older brother Clint Bleil. 

“Clint’s success had a big impact on me, because it pushed me to be as good 
as him,” he said.

Anyone chosen to be a part of this ensemble is eligible to audition for na-
tionals. Adam plans to audition for nationals this May. 

Shalerpalooza ready to take the stage 

Dale Mangold at Shalerpalooza 2014.

Junior selected for PMEA All-State Jazz Band

Adam Bleil preforming for PMEA All-State Jazz Band
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La Roche College prepares you for lifelong learning and 
career success in a changing, global economy.
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by Kayla Snyder

The beloved magical nanny is ready 
to use her flying umbrella to visit the 
auditorium stage next weekend. That’s 
right, Mary Poppins is coming to town. 

The musical is similar to Disney’s 
movie version, but also adds a unique 
spin to the well-known story. Students 
have been preparing for this unique show 
since mid-December and are sure to 
make this a memorable production.

 “A lot of people think it’s just about 
Mary Poppins but it’s a musical about how differ-
ent people’s upbringings affect who they are today. 
Just because you are someone, doesn’t mean that’s 
necessarily your fault. Mary Poppins comes into the 
Banks’ family and turns their world upside down by 
showing them that there is more to life than just the 
negative, pessimistic side of things,” director Ms 
Kristin Demsey said. 

The original story of Mary Poppins was written 
by P.L. Traver. Disney adopted the story and made 
it into the famous movie that it is today. Since then, 
the movie has been turned into a musical production 
with challenging elements for the entire cast, crew, 
and pit.

“This musical is unique because it’s a commonly 
known movie almost every single child has watched 
numerous times that has a different spin on it in the 
musical version,” junior Zak Marshall, who plays 
Mr. Banks, said. 

In the stage version, there are added songs and 
characters that separate the movie from the musical. 

The cast, crew, and pit have experienced difficult 
elements while trying to piece everything together. 
Everything about the musical is complex in many 
ways, but the talent found at Shaler helps aid the  

process.
“This show has many elements that have chal-

lenged the cast, crew, and pit. For example, there are 
multiple technical pieces, including flying to give the 
show it’s magic. The pit has been working very hard 
with the musical score, as the selections can be quite 
tiring. In addition, this show also needs multiple, 
large-scale sets with quick scene changes,” senior 
Kelly Wall, who plays Mary Poppins, said. 

The production of Mary Poppins has some spe-
cial surprises lined up to wow the audience and 
showcase the talent Shaler students have.

“We’re doing something in “A Step In Time” that 
is completely different than the flying you’ve ever 
seen in any show we’ve done. Mary Poppins and I 
both fly. She, of course, does the umbrella flying, and 
I do something that I won’t give away yet. It’s awe-
some though,” senior Jordan Schreiber, who plays 
Bert, said. 

This show requires high energy from the cast and 
a massive amount of belief and ambition to put on a 
great show. The students have been working hard to 
create characters that the audience identifies with.

“[The audience is] going to become attached to 
these characters. They’re going to have an experi-
ence that you don’t usually get at a high school pro-

duction. What we pride ourselves on is that 
we give quality, professional performances 
at a high school level. I think they’re going 
to come in here and they’re going to expect 
something and they’re going to get something 
better,” Schreiber said. 

The students and directors put in long 
hours to ensure that this production is going 
to be unlike anything else and different from 
past performances.

“This musical is unique compared to past 
performances because there are lots of cool 
special effects, like flying and Mary’s magic, 

and really funny moments,” senior Catie Strout, who 
plays Mrs. Banks, said.

According to those involved, Mary Poppins is 
the probably the biggest and most complex musical 
that Shaler has ever rehearsed. The pit was given a 
difficult score and the cast has to give their A game 
for the show to work out. 

Despite the difficulty of the show, the students 
are eager to put on a great performance. According to 
Demsey, the musical can simply be described in one 
word: Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious. 

 “It’s a nonsensical word that makes sense in the 
weirdest, most magical type of way. I think that if 
there is any one word that I could pick to describe 
this musical, that’s it. You look at it and hear it and 
you think, ‘Well, that’s weird… kind of cool…hmm 
I wonder what that’s about,’ It leaves that unknown 
feeling and that it seems magical and it definitely will 
be,” Demsey said. 

 Opening night for Mary Poppins is March 6th 
at 7pm. Other show performances include March 
7th, 13th, and 14th at 7pm and the matinee showing 
on March 8th at 2pm. Tickets can be purchased in the 
Activities Office. $7 for general admission, $10 for 
reserved seating for each of the performance dates.

Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious!  
“It’s a nonsensical word that 
makes sense in the weirdest, most              
magical type of way. If there is any 
one word that I could pick to describe 
this musical, that’s it.”
  -- Ms. Kristin Demsey, director
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by Kimberly Yurasits

On January 28th, the high school was visited by The Center for Neuroscience 
of the University of Pittsburgh who brought with them a bunch of presenters to 
talk to students about a very important topic-the brain.  

The original “brain presentation” was initiated by a former school teacher 
who was a staff member. She wanted to share Neuroscience information with 
Middle School students. Over the years it has grown to include presentations 
in Intermediate and High Schools.  The program has been running for about 10 
years and visits about eight schools per month.

The program is taught through interactive stations that present on a variety 
of neuroscience topics like motor skills, electrophysiology, schizophrenia, and 
anatomy.  “It’s very important to the presenters that their stations be interactive: 
they want students to have the opportunity to investigate scientific questions just 
like they do as neuroscientists.  That way, students can see that science is about 
a lot more than memorizing information in a textbook,” Meghan Condran, who 
helped coordinate the program this year, said.

The group of presenters was unique, ranging from graduate students (work-
ing to earn their Ph.D) who are still in college to post-doctoral fellows (who have 
earned their PhD and are in the final stage of training as scientists before applying 
for a faculty position) to professors.   

“The goal of all our work as scientists, the goal of our research, is to benefit 

society-to alleviate disease and improve our understanding of the world we live 
in.” Robert Turner, a professor at Pitt who presented in the program said, “We 
want graduate students to participate in our Brain Outreach program so that they 
can get experience with this very important part of their jobs as scientists.”

The Center for Neuroscience of the University of Pittsburgh (CNUP), as said 
before, gets involved with quite a few schools in the area but the story of how 
they got involved with Shaler is a unique one.

Mr. Taylor, a teacher in the GATE program, took the some of the GATE stu-
dents to an academic competition called the Brain Bee with questions all about 
the brain and how it functions.  CNUP was at the competition and mentioned that 
it did the brain outreach program and, as they say, the rest is history. 

“I think it is nice they have the ability to come here because it allows more 
students to participate in a setting that is more feasible.  You don’t have to miss as 
much class; you don’t have to get on a bus. It just doesn’t take as much time for us 
and it keeps the cost down,” Kathleen Elder, a GATE teacher here at Shaler, said.  

The students here at Shaler really appreciated the program.
“I thought it was really interesting because it’s something we rarely discuss 

in school.  It made me want to learn more about the brain and how it works,” 
Jacey Schott said, a junior who attended the program.

“I went this year and last year as well.  Even though they were both done by 
the same people, the presentations were different and covered different topics.  
I’d definitely go again next year.”

PROTECT FREEDOM
EARN MONEY FOR COLLEGE

For more information:
SFC MIKE POULLIOTT
412-807-1071

Pitt gives presentation on brain to students  
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WHEN YOU CALL BEFORE 2/28/2015 

Students create artwork for library displays

By Samantha Dietz

Do yourself a favor. The next time you are in the 
library, take a look around.  You will most likely see 
the expected abundance of students at the tables and 
computers, our librarians, Ms. Kate Wilcox and Ms. 
Faith Jack, and thousands of books. But outside of 
the usual stuff, there are some new items to see. 

While most go to the library for books or com-
puters, they can now see some student artwork in the 
fiction section. 

Recently, the librarians and digital arts teacher 
Mr. Chris Lisowski teamed up with the Parent Teach-
er Organization to reorganize the fiction section into 
twelve different subdivisions: fantasy, horror, manga, 
suspense, teen, mystery, adventure, romance, sports, 
sci-fi, classics, and historical fiction. 

After the books were shifted and organized, Wil-
cox and Jack still needed to figure out how to label 
the genre subdivisions.

“We thought, ‘Well we could buy genre signs.’ 
Then I thought, why don’t we have the kids design 
them? That was when the collaboration with Mr. 

Lisowski came into play,” Wilcox said
Wilcox went to Lisowski with the idea, and he 

latched onto it immediately. The library signs gave 
his digital arts class a chance to display their work.

“I put all the genres on the board, and I let [the 
students] pick one, and whatever genres weren’t 
picked -- because they’re harder to do -- I assigned 
to everyone so that we spaced out and everyone was 
evenly distributed,” Lisowski said.

The students took hold of the opportunity, though 
some expressed some initial reservations. 

“In contests, sometimes people get put down 
when they don’t win, and they put a lot of effort in. 
I’m not one for competition, but it’s definitely great 
to challenge artists,” Christian Parsons, winner and 
designer of the horror sign, said.

The students voted on the best posters for each 
genre within the class.  The posters from the class 
vote were then narrowed down to one poster for each 
genre by Wilcox and Lisowski and the winners were 
announced in a small ceremony.

“I asked Dr. Royall if he would get involved in 
this. So he sent all of those kids pink slips saying to 

report to the library, signed by him. So they were all 
called up [to the library] at the end of the day. Every-
body got to see everybody’s poster, and Dr. Royall 
sent letters home to all of the families,” said Wilcox. 

Each student artist received his/her own lami-
nated copy of the poster, and within a few weeks the 
posters were printed and on display in the library. 

“It’s pretty cool, and it’s going to be there for a 
couple years, so I’m glad I could do something for 
the school,” Parsons said.

When asked about refreshing the idea for the up-
coming classes, Wilcox and Lisowski both expressed 
excitement to do it again. 

“We couldn’t have done this without the PTOs 
help. I went to the PTO and told them about this col-
laboration and asked if they would donate the money 
for the big plastic holders,” Wilcox said. “I didn’t 
want to just tape them to the wall, I wanted them to 
be thought of as a permanent instillation here in the 
library, at least until the youngest artists graduate, 
and then I’d like to do it again.” 

Next time you are in the library, take a look 
around, and admire your fellow classmates’ talent. 

Senior Christian Parsons’s winning entry for the Horror genre Senior Christopher Belleci’s winning entry for the Science Fiction genre


